
THE ENTS 
 
Scientific Name: Tarda arborea  
Distribution: Fangorn Forest, Middle Earth  
 
 
 Quick Facts 
 
Height: 4.2 meters 
Weight: 1000 kilograms 
Life Expectancy: 700-1,000 years 
Status: Critically Endangered 
Diet: Small animals, some vegetation, 
occasional large animals and possible 
limited nutrients from their plant symbiotes.  
 
 
 Evolutionary History 
 
The ents (T. arborea) are slow-moving 
mammals that developed a mutualistic 
relationship with plants millions of years 
ago. This connection provided evolutionary 
advantages for both species as the plants 
provided camouflage for the Ents and the 
Ents increased the plants exposure to 
sunlight.  The Ents development seems to 
have exclusively occured within the 
Fangorn Forest. The forest has has shrunk 
dramatically in size since the Ents initial 
arrival.  
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Description 

 
The ents vary greatly in height and 
appearance, but on average are around 4.2  
metres tall and weigh about 1000 kilograms. 
The mammalian ent is completely covered 
in hair, that following birth, is quickly 
colonized by multiple plants species 
transferred from mother to child. The plants 
grow through the hair to gain attachment to 
animal underneath, wrapping around the 
body and limbs with flexible vines and 
tendrils. As the ent grows, so does the 
vegetation, generating a bark like 
appearance over the entire body of the ent. 
The ent’s movement around the forest 
grants the plants access to sunlight for 
photosynthesis and venus fly trap like 



species present in the vegetative layer 
catch insects that are used to meet the 
plants phosphorus and nitrogen needs. Rest 
allows for the plants to take temporary root 
to meet other key metabolic needs. Much of 
the plants hydration needs are met through 
absorption of sweat from the ent. As a result 
the ents are required to drink large volumes 
of water per day.  
 
 
Reproduction 
 
The ents, like all other mammals, reproduce 
sexually. The female of the species, the 
entwives, are sexually dimorphic and as 
such differ in appearance from the ents. 
They also inhabited different environments 
than the Ents, taking up a pastoral 
existence across the River Anduin away 
from the Forest. Currently all of the entwives 
are believed to have been wiped out, likely 
due to a mass extinction event when their 
habitat was destroyed. Because of this the 
species can no longer produce offspring 
(called “entings”) and the species is doomed 
to extinction.  
 
 
 Parasitism 
 
The plants that grow on the ents are often 
responsible for eventual cause of death. 
The ents go through periods of stasis, 
where they stop moving and give over to 
plants for nutrients and survival. If this goes 
on for too long, the plants grow wild and 
thick, eventually strangling the ent to death.  
 
 
Diet 
 

Ents are carnivorous ambush predators,     
taking advantage of their slow movement      
and natural camouflage to take prey      
unaware. As large mammals, the Ents need       
a lot of biomass to meet their daily        
metabolic requirements. While the plants     
they carry may be able to provide some        
nutrients in times of crisis, the vast majority        
of the Ents diet is met through consumption        
of small mammals and birds, some foraged       
vegetation, and the occasional orc or      
human that enters the forest.  
 
 
Habitat 
 
The native home of the ents is Fangorn        
Forest, a temperate forest that once      
stretched some 1,300 kilometers across     
Middle Earth, from the Shire to Isengard.       
The forest itself has quite a bit of variety in          
terms of its geography, with clearings,      
mountains, and lakes, but the main feature       
is the thick density of trees, cutting off light         
and casting the forest in perpetual gloom.       
Other creatures that call Fangorn home are       
the Huorns, wild semi-sentient trees that the       
ents herd and maintain.  
 
 
 Conservation Status 
 
The loss of most of Fangorn Forest 
throughout the Ages has reduced the 
population of the Ents, as they have not had 
enough space or resources to maintain a 
large population. Additionally, the extinction 
of the entwives means that the ents are 
critically endangered. Although an entwife is 
rumored to have been seen in the Shire, the 
species is likely still doomed to extinction. 


